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PROJECT  Construction Trades Centre 

CUSTOMER The MET 

LOCATION Brighton 

CONTRACT Two stage design and build 

COMPLETION 2017 

VALUE £7.4m 

 

Upskilling the next generation with a building designed to 

inspire as well as instruct 
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Issue 

Funded by the Coast to Coast Capital 

Local Enterprise Project, The MET Brighton 

required a new Construction Trades Centre 

to provide state-of-the-art learning facilities 

for construction students and apprentices.  

The building needed to be designed 

around 3 key project goals for the 

customer. 

• A collaborative learning environment 

that replicated real site conditions to 

enable students and apprentices to work 

together and follow each other in the 

construction process 

• An environmentally developed building 

that would maximise sustainability and 

keep costs down  

• The project would support the promotion 

of construction trades through engaging 

the local community as much as possible to 

drive interest to the industry. 

 

Solution 

Osborne developed a solution that 

delivered the practical requirements whilst 

taking into account the key sustainability 

and project requirements for the customer.  

The primary practical, purpose-based 

requirements for the building included new 

classrooms, assessment rooms, and group 

rooms with workshops for the carpentry, 

maintenance, electrical and plumbing, 

and painting and decorating trades to 

enable a more cohesive learning process. 

Within this, specific advanced features 

were included to meet the sustainability 

objectives.  

• Natural ventilation in the classrooms and 

workshops with fan assistance to promote 

necessary airflow; manual and actuated 

openable windows/louvers along with heat 

recovery units and supply and extract fans; 

solar photovoltaic panels to supplement 

the high efficient lighting and equipment 

used throughout; a rainwater harvesting 

system to provide grey water for flushing of 

toilets and the radiant heating panels in 

workshops. A plant room and roof terrace 

were also incorporated.  

Osborne added project value for the 

college through opening the doors to the 

site in March 2017 as part of Open Doors 

UK. This gave students and the public a 

behind the scenes look at construction. Site 

visits for the local universities and colleges 

were arranged, with open days advertising 

the construction industry as a career path 

to maximise The MET’s student intake at the 

start of the new term.  

 

Outcome 

Upon completion of the project, Osborne 

handed over a 4-storey building that 

provides an enhanced, more collective 

learning environment. Any spare 

construction materials left over from the 

build were donated to the college, 

furthering the project value for the 

customer.  

 

        


